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We report the coexistence of ferroelectricity and a spin liquid state in hexagonal TbInO3 with quasi-
two-dimensional triangular spin lattice. Geometrical ferroelectricity associated with In trimerization
accompanies topological ferroelectric structural defects. Magnetic susceptibility data show in-plane
magnetic anisotropy of Tb spins without any long-range order above 1.8 K, and we also confirm no
trace of any phase transition down to 0.15 K from a specific heat measurement, which indicates that this
system is highly frustrated and may host a spin liquid ground state. By analyzing the Schottky anomaly
in the specific heat results, we propose a model where crystal-field levels are different in each Tb sites,
and only one of them has a magnetic ground state and forms a unique honeycomb spin lattice.
These observations put forward an interesting possibility where spin liquid and ferroelectric behaviors
coexist, and the atomically sharp ferroelectric domain walls may host new magnetic edge states or local
spin excitations.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Geometrically frustrated magnetic systems provide a
plethora of exotic ground states in condensed matter
physics [1]. Competition between underlying interactions
leads to highly degenerate ground states at low temper-
atures that often involve unconventional quantum phenom-
ena. A simplified but widely studied example of such states
is the two-dimensional (d) triangular lattice (TL) with
antiferromagnetic (AFM) interactions [2]. In the case of an
Ising-type spin system, it is well established that the system
does not form any long-range order (LRO) even at a zero
temperature (T) with large residual entropy [3,4], while a
classical Heisenberg-type spin system undergoes a LRO at

T ¼ 0 to a coplanar 120° structure [5,6]. The special case
where spins are S ¼ 1=2 in a triangular lattice was
extensively studied after the seminal prediction by
Anderson [7] of a “quantum spin liquid” where a strong
quantum fluctuation prevents any LRO down to T ¼ 0

[8–11]. However, recent works confirm that it undergoes
a LRO at T ¼ 0 with a similar structure to its classical
counterpart [12–14]. Nevertheless, the proposed concept
of a spin liquid still remains elusive and has motivated
further research on other geometrically frustrated systems
such as pyrochlore and kagome lattice systems [15–17].
Recent efforts, however, have rejuvenated the 2d-TL

systems as a platform to realize a spin liquid state with an
emphasis on large spin-orbit coupling from rare-earth (R)
ions. In these systems, despite the large magnetic moment,
spin-orbit coupling and local crystal fields (CFs) together
cast the rare-earth spins into doublet ground states [18–23],
and the localized nature of 4f orbitals limits the spatial
extent of the exchange interactions perhaps only to the
nearest-neighbor interaction. A prototypical example may
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be YbMgGaO4, which forms a perfect 2d-TL with Yb3þ
ions but remains magnetically disordered down to 60 mK
[18,19]. Although it has been recently argued that Mg=Ga
site disorder plays an important role in suppressing LRO
in YbMgGaO4 [24,25], large spin-orbit coupling of rare-
earth ions, in general, can lead to bond-dependent exchange
coupling, similar to a Kitaev-type interaction [19–22]. More
recently, a number of other systems have been proposed
theoretically or studied experimentally in polycrystalline
forms of a rare-earth-based TL, expanding the search for
unconventional physics in this class of materials [26].
An intriguing prediction for spin liquids that has been

less studied experimentally is its nontrivial edge states. In
general, long-range entanglement in quantum spin liquid
systems can be a source of nontrivial edge states exhibiting
perfect heat conduction or quantized spin-Hall conductance
[27–30], which can be compared, for example, to the
quantum Hall effect in 2d electronic systems [31].
Recently, a quantized thermal Hall effect was reported in
a Kitaev spin liquid α-RuCl3 [30]. In principle, such non-
trivial edge states are not limited to the sample boundaries but
also can exist at domain boundaries. For example, a domain
boundary between AB- and BA-stacked bilayer graphene
forms a conducting channel [32], and a quantum anomalous
Hall insulator can showchiral edge states atmagnetic domain
boundaries [33]. Nevertheless, domain boundary effects in

spin liquids have not been studied to datemainly due to a lack
of propermaterials and experimental probes that can spatially
resolve local transport properties [34].
In this work, we report the physical properties of the

2d-TL system TbInO3, which is isostructural to the
hexagonal RMnO3 [35]. In contrast to magnetic LRO of
Mn spins in RMnO3 systems, we find that TbInO3 does
not show any magnetic phase transition above T ≥ 0.15 K
with an in-plane magnetic anisotropy, suggesting that this
system can have a spin liquid ground state. Our specific
heat data show an unusual Schottky anomaly behavior that
can be described by adopting different CF levels in two
different crystallographic Tb sites. Our analysis suggests
that only one of them (Tb2) has a magnetic ground state
that forms an emergent 2d-honeycomb magnetic lattice,
consistent with a recent report on this system studied by
inelastic neutron scattering [36]. Furthermore, we show that
TbInO3 is a ferroelectric with topological structural defects
and Z2 × Z3 domains that form atomically sharp domain
boundaries. Both magnetic and ferroelectric properties
combined, our study provides an unprecedented opportu-
nity where mesoscopic spin liquid states are enclosed by
ferroelectric domain boundaries. In particular, domain
boundaries in this system may host nontrivial magnetic
excitations, analogous to those predicted for the Kitaev
honeycomb lattice model with lattice defects [37–39].

FIG. 1. (a) Crystal structure of TbInO3. Tb ions with two different sites (Tb1 and Tb2), In, and O ions are shown as red, purple, violet,
and orange spheres, respectively. In ions are located inside the oxygen trigonal bipyramids. (b) In-plane structure of the honeycomb
TbO6 polyhedra network. Red and purple polyhedra enclose Tb1 and Tb2 ions, respectively. J1 and J2 denote nearest-neighbor
interaction paths between Tb1-Tb2 and Tb2-Tb2 spins, respectively. (c) Photograph of a cleaved single crystal. The bottom scale is
0.5 mm. (d) X-ray diffraction data taken at room temperature and Rietveld refinement on a powder sample. Black, red, blue, and green
lines are the observed intensity, the fitted intensity, the background, and the difference between the observed and fitted intensity,
respectively. Black markers indicate refined peak positions.
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II. METHODS

Polycrystalline TbInO3 is synthesized via a conventional
solid-state reaction method in air. Powders of Tb4O7 and
In2O3 with an appropriate molar ratio are mixed, ground,
and then pelletized for high-temperature sintering. The
pellets are sintered at 1280 °C for 36 h with intermediate
grindings. Single-crystalline TbInO3 is grown using a laser-
floating-zone (LD-FZ-5-200-VPO-PC, Crystal Systems
Incorporation) technique under a pressurized-O2 atmos-
phere with the growth speed of 10 mm=h. Feed rods for the
floating-zone growth are prepared in the same manner as
the polycrystalline sample. The resultant crystal boule is
50 mm long and 7 mm in diameter and is transparent yellow
brown in color [see the photo in Fig. 1(c)]. With x-ray
(X’Pert3 Powder diffractometer, Panalytical) and Laue
(Photonic Science) diffraction, we confirm that the single
crystal is single phase over the whole length. The crystal
boule can be cleaved along theab plane, and a cleaved crystal
2 × 2 × 0.5 mm3 in size is used for the magnetization
measurement. Specimens for transmission electron micro-
scope (TEM) studies are prepared by mechanical polishing,
followed by Ar ion milling. Domain structures are studied
using a TEM (JEOL-2010F) equipped with a 14-bit charge-
coupled-device array detector. Imaging plates are also used to
record dark-field images. All the Miller indices described in
this paper are based on the P63=mmc parent phase. High-
angle annular dark-field (HAADF) scanning TEM (STEM)
imaging and chemical mapping with an atomic-column
resolution are carried out using a scanning TEM (JEOL-
ARM200F) equippedwith a spherical aberrationCs corrector
in conjunction with energy-dispersive x-ray spectroscopy.
Piezoelectric force microscopy is performed at room temper-
ature using a scanning probe microscopy controller
(Nanoscope IIIa, Digital Instruments) and a lock-in amplifier
(SR830, SRS). Electric polarization is measured by using a
commercial ferroelectric tester (Premium II, Radiant).
Magnetic susceptibility is measured using a superconduc-
ting quantum interferometer (MPMS, Quantum Design).
Magnetization up to 60 T is measured with an induction
magnetometry technique [40] using a capacitor-bank-driven
pulsemagnet at theNational HighMagnetic Field Laboratory
pulsed-field facility at Los Alamos. The pulsed-field mag-
netization values are calibrated against measurements in a
14 T dc magnet using a vibrating sample magnetometer
(PPMS, Quantum Design). Specific heat is measured in a
3He=4He dilution refrigerator (PPMS, Quantum Design)
down to 0.15 K using a thermal relaxation method.

III. RESULTS

A. Structural and ferroelectric properties

The hexagonal RInO3 (R ¼ Sm, Eu, Gd, Tb, Dy, Ho,
and Y) system crystallizes in the P63cm space group
[35,41,42]. It consists of alternating layers of In and R
ions along the c axis [Fig. 1(a)]. R ions form a triangular

lattice, but there are two different sites within each layer: 2a
and 4b for R1 and R2 ions, respectively. R2 sites form a
honeycomb structure, and the R1 sites sit at the center of
each honeycomb cell. Nearest-neighbor R1-R2 or R2-R2
pairs are connected via two oxygen and form an edge-
sharing network of RO6 polyhedra [Fig. 1(b)]. InO5

polyhedrons are tilted in such a way to induce structural
trimerization of In ions. The imbalanced population of
upward and downward distorted R ions gives rise to the
ferroelectric polarization along the c axis [Fig. 1(a)].
Figure 1(d) shows x-ray diffraction data, which are in
good agreement with previous results [35,41]. From struc-
tural refinement, we find that the lattice constants at room
temperature are a¼6.319ð1ÞÅ and c¼12.312ð2ÞÅ.
Details of the refinement are given in Supplemental
Material [43].
The origin of structural trimerization and ferroelectricity

is the size mismatch between R and In, which leads to three
antiphases (α, β, and γ) [44,45]. Because of a subsequent
ionic displacement with a net electric dipole moment, each
trimerization phase results in two different ferroelectric
polarizations [upðþÞ and downð−Þ polarization along the
c axis] [46,47], which is directly observed in a dark-field
(DF) TEM image as shown in Fig. 2(a). Here, the structural
antiphase and the ferroelectric phases conspire to form
ferroelectric vortex domains (Z2 × Z3 domains with Z6

vortices [48]). The network of vortices is assigned with the
domain configuration described above, which can be
analyzed in terms of the graph theory [49]. These six
trimerization antiphase and ferroelectric domains cycle
around a merging point in two different domain configu-
rations: (αþ, β−, γþ, α−, βþ, γ−) and (α−, βþ, γ−, αþ,
β−, γþ), which can be viewed as a vortex and an antivortex,
as the red and blue arrows indicate in Fig. 2(a), respectively.
The HAADF-STEM image shows two regions with opposite
ferroelectric polarization directions, which are displayed in
Fig. 2(b). The dashed lines mark the boundaries between the
up- and down-polarized regions. Note that the yellow and
green dashed lines show transverse domain walls with 1=3
and 2=3 unit cell shifts, respectively.
The ferroelectric nature of the topological vortex

domains is also supported by Piezoelectric force micros-
copy (PFM). Figure 2(c) shows a PFM image on the ab
plane of a single crystal. In contrast to more-or-less equal
areal distribution of þ=− domains (type I) in the poly-
crystalline sample [Fig. 2(a)], single-crystal results show
that one type of polarity is more favored than the other
(type II) [50]. This behavior is likely due to a chemical,
strain gradient, or self-poling effect [51] possibly originat-
ing from a large thermal gradient that exists during crystal
growth using a laser-floating-zone technique. We also
obtain ferroelectric hysteresis loops on single crystals with
remnant polarization as high as approximately 0.9 μC=cm2

at T ¼ 77 K, as shown in Fig. 2(d). This value is smaller
than that of RMnO3 systems (e.g., YMnO3 ∼ 5.5 μC=cm2)
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[52] and the theoretically predicted value (10 μC=cm2)
[42], which may be due to incomplete poling, probably
associated with the existing chemical or strain gradient.

B. Magnetic properties

Figure 3(a) shows the χðTÞ curves of polycrystals and
single crystals down to 1.8 K, measured in μ0H ¼ 0.2 T
after zero-magnetic-field cooling. The average value of
single-crystal data, after considering crystalline anisotropy
(χaverage ¼ 2=3χab þ 1=3χc, green solid line), well matches
that of the polycrystalline one, which demonstrates the high
quality of our crystals. Inverse magnetic susceptibility (χ−1)
as a function of the temperature for the polycrystal follows
the Curie-Weiss behavior [inset in Fig. 3(a)] down to 20 K
with an effective moment of 9.77μB=Tb3þ and Curie-Weiss
temperature (TCW) of −20.6 K. The obtained effective
moment well matches the theoretical spin-only value of
Tb3þ (4f8, 9.72μB). The single-crystal χðTÞ curve is larger
(smaller) than that of the polycrystal below approximately
200 K along the ab plane (c axis), suggesting an in-plane
magnetic anisotropy. Consequently, χ−1ðTÞ of a single
crystal along two directions follows the Curie-Weiss
behavior only above 200 K with TCW of −205 K and
12 K for the ab plane and c axis magnetic field, respectively.
χðTÞ curves do not show any hint of LRO down to 1.8 K.

FIG. 3. (a) χðTÞ of TbInO3 measured in an applied field of μ0H ¼ 0.2 T after zero-magnetic-field cooling (ZFC). Black, blue, and red
circles indicate data taken by using a polycrystal, a single crystal along the ab plane, and the c axis, respectively. The green solid line
shows the averaged χðTÞ curve based on the single-crystal data as explained in the text. The inset in (a) shows the χ−1ðTÞ of the
polycrystal. (b) (Left) In-plane χðTÞ of TbInO3 under 5 mT. Blue triangles and orange circles denote data during warming runs after ZFC
and FC, respectively. (Right) Anisotropy ratio (χab=χc) as a function of the temperature. (c) Magnetization versus magnetic field at
2.0 K. The inset shows the polycrystal data measured up to 60 Tat 0.5 K by using a pulsed magnet. The dashed line in the inset is a linear
fit to the data above 40 T.

FIG. 2. (a) DF TEM images of polycrystalline TbInO3 taken
under the Friedel pair-breaking condition. The network of
vortices with assigned phases (α, β, γ, þ, −) is depicted.
(b) HAADF STEM image of polycrystalline TbInO3 with two
different polarized regions (blue- and red-boxed regions). The
bottom row shows enlarged images and two different domain
walls (yellow and green dotted lines). (c) Out-of-plane contrast
PFM image of a single crystal within the ab plane. A topological
vortex is located inside the dashed circle. (d) Electric polarization
along the c axis as a function of the applied electric field of a
single crystal measured at 77 K.
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Also, there is no difference between two curves measured
after magnetic-field cooling and zero-field cooling at a low
magnetic field of μ0H ¼ 5 mT [Fig. 3(b)], ruling out any
spin freezing down to 1.8 K. Interestingly, the anisotropy
ratio (χab=χc) increases upon cooling with a maximum of
6.0 at T ≈ 12 K and then decreases quickly upon further
cooling. Magnetic anisotropy is also evident in field-
dependent magnetization [Fig. 3(c)]. Magnetization along
both directions increases monotonically up to 7 T. Data
taken for a polycrystal specimen at T ¼ 0.5 K up to 60 T
[inset in Fig. 3(c)] show no hint of field-induced phase
transitions [53].
A recent ab initio work on TbInO3 calculates the energy

scale of the nearest-neighbor AFM spin exchange inter-
action as 1.1 and 0.66 K for Tb2-Tb2 and Tb1-Tb2 pairs,
respectively [54]. The discrepancy between the theoreti-
cally predicted energy scale and experimental results (e.g.,
TCW) comes from the facts that (i) the theory assumes a
magnetically ordered ground state and (ii) there exists a
strong magnetic anisotropy in TbInO3.

C. Specific heat

The lack of a phase transition or spin freezing and large
magnetic anisotropy in the 2d-TL TbInO3 can be consistent
with a spin liquid state. To confirm the absence of any
phase transition at lower temperatures, we perform specific
heat (Cp) measurements on a polycrystal sample down to
0.15 K. Figure 4(a) shows the CpðTÞ curve in a zero field.
Three features exist in different temperature regions. At
T > 100 K, Cp is dominated by the lattice contribution and
can be fitted to a Debye model with two Debye temper-
atures: 190 and 630 K (red line). Figure 4(b) shows the
residual specific heat (Cres ¼ Cp − Clattice) after subtracting
the lattice contribution in a log-log scale. For an inter-
mediate temperature range 1 K < T < 20 K, a hump
appears with a maximum around T ¼ 12 K, which is from
the Schottky anomaly of Tb electronic spins that is

discussed later. At T < 0.5 K [Fig. 3(e)], we find an
increase of Cres upon further cooling. This feature likely
originates from the nuclear Schottky anomaly of Tb and In
ions [55,56]. Thus, at all temperatures studied, we do not
find any sharp peak feature that signals a phase transition,
even though the lowest temperature studied is 2 orders of
magnitude smaller than TCW obtained from the polycrystal
result. Nevertheless, the nuclear Schottky anomaly that
arises below 0.5 K limits a solid determination of the
ground state of this system and warrants further investiga-
tions. In a small temperature window at 1 K < T < 4 K,
there exists a large residual specific heat, which is not
accounted for by the Schottky contribution from Tb elec-
tronic spins nor by that of Tb or In nuclear spins. In this
region, Cres follows an anomalous power-law behavior Tα

with an exponent α ∼ 1.25 (orange dotted line). The α value
for S ¼ 1=2 2d-TL systems is predicted to be 2=3 [57,58],
experimentally observed to be 1 in organic salts [59], and is
close to 2=3 in YbMgGaO4 [18]. The value observed in
TbInO3 (1.25) is larger than these values and needs to be
studied further. We can estimate the entropy change (ΔS) of
Tb electronic spins by calculating

R ðCres=TÞdT between 1
and 70 K as shown in the inset in Fig. 4(a). ΔS increases
monotonically in temperature and reaches a saturation value
of 7.7 J=mole · K at 70 K.

IV. DISCUSSION

Further analysis of the Schottky anomaly centered at
12 K gives a better understanding of the CF levels of Tb.
Since Tb3þ is a non-Kramers ion with a 4f8 electron
configuration, the ground state degeneracy can be entirely
lifted by the CF, and the system can have a nonmagnetic
singlet ground state. However, we find that a simple two-
level Schottky model does not properly fit to our specific
heat data. Furthermore, the experimentally obtained ΔS
value at 70 K (7.7 J=mole · K) significantly deviates from
the expected ΔS value for a two-level system with the same

FIG. 4. (a) CpðTÞ for polycrystalline TbInO3. The red line denotes the lattice contribution described in the text. The inset shows the
magnetic entropy (ΔS) acquired by integrating the Cres=T versus T curve above 1 K. (b) The Cres curve in the log-log scale. Red and blue
dashed lines are a fit to the Schottky model described in the text. The orange dotted linear line is a guide to the eye that follows a power
law T1.25. The inset shows the field-dependent data.
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degeneracy between the ground and first excited state
(5.76 J=mole · K) and for a two-level system with a singlet
ground state and a doublet excited state (9.13 J=mole · K).
In this regard, it is necessary to consider two different

site symmetries in TbInO3 and allow them to have
different CF level schemes. For simplicity, we limit the
discussion to two levels that can be either a singlet or a
doublet and analyze our specific heat data with a modified
two-level Schottky model considering (i) two different
Tb sites with a 1∶2 ratio and (ii) degeneracy as in the
following equation [60]:

Cmag ¼
1

3
R
�
ΔTb1

T

�
2 ðg01g11

Þ expðΔTb1
T Þ

½1þ ðg01g11
Þ expðΔTb1

T Þ�2

þ 2

3
R

�
ΔTb2

T

�
2 ðg02g12

Þ expðΔTb2
T Þ

½1þ ðg02g12
Þ expðΔTb2

T Þ�2 : ð1Þ

Here, ΔTbi, g0i, and g1i denote the energy difference
between the ground state and the excited state, the degen-
eracy of the ground state, and the excited state, respectively.
i denotes either Tb1 or Tb2, andR is the gas constant. The g
value equals the degeneracy of the corresponding state.
First, we apply a simple two-level system (g0i ¼ g1i)

with ΔTb1 ¼ ΔTb2 ¼ 28.2 K [red dashed line in Fig. 4(b)].
Allowing different values of ΔTbi does not yield a better
result in this case. Second, we assume that ΔTb1 ¼ 17.8 K,
ΔTb2 ¼ 36.2 K, Tb1 has a singlet ground state to a doublet
excited state (i.e., g01=g11 ¼ 0.5), and Tb2 is a two-level
system with the same degeneracy (i.e., g02=g12 ¼ 1).
This assumption greatly improves the fitting and better
matches the data compared to the former [blue dashed line
in Fig. 4(b)]. The magnetic entropy calculated for the latter
is 6.88 J=moleK, which is 90% of the experimentally
obtained value at 70 K. Fittings with different combinations
of g0i and g1i values for Tb1 and Tb2 ions are shown in
Supplemental Material [43], but none of them yield a
superior fit to the data nor a proper entropy value compared
to the case explained above.
Our analysis strongly points to different CF levels with

a singlet to doublet and the same degeneracies for the
ground and first excited state for Tb1 and Tb2 sites,
respectively. While this analysis alone does not guarantee
that the ground state of the Tb2 site is magnetic (i.e.,
doublet ground state), it is noteworthy to mention that the
ΔTb2 value obtained from the fit (36.2 K) is larger than the
TCW ¼ −20.6 K from the polycrystal magnetic suscep-
tibility measurement. If the ground state of Tb2 were to be
nonmagnetic, there should be a reduction of the effective
magnetic moment below 36.2 K, which is absent in our
data. Thus, our bulk features provide strong supporting
evidence that only Tb2 has a magnetic ground state and
forms a 2d-honeycomb magnetic lattice, consistent with
the previous inelastic neutron scattering [36]. We note,
however, that our model shows larger energy gaps in both

Tb sites and different first excited state degeneracy
(doublet) in the Tb2 site compared to their result. This
discrepancy may stem from the subtle dependence in
fitting the neutron spectra possibly due to Tb-Tb corre-
lation [36], which requires further studies.
The Schottky anomaly in TbInO3 exhibits a magnetic

field dependence that also support the above interpreta-
tion. The inset in Fig. 4(b) shows the CresðTÞ curves under
different magnetic fields. At 2 T, the broad maximum
position is identical, but the high-temperature tail shows
a reduced value compared to that of the zero field. At
μ0H ≥ 5 T, the hump broadens, and its maximum position
shifts to a higher temperature. This behavior is typically
observed in systems where a doublet state splits in energy
by the Zeeman effect and the energy difference between
different levels increases further on an increase in the
applied magnetic field. The nonlinearity of the broad
maximum versus the applied magnetic field may come
from the fact that the measurement is done with a
polycrystal or there exist level crossings at low fields.
High-field magnetization data also support the site-

dependent ground states in TbInO3. The inset in Fig. 3(d)
shows theMðHÞ curve of the polycrystalline sample up to
60 T measured at 0.5 K. The magnetization becomes
linear above 40 T, perhaps due to the van Vleck para-
magnetism of Tb ions. The saturation magnetization after
subtracting this linear term is 6.2μB=Tb3þ. This value is
approximately 2=3 of the free Tb3þ spin (6.48μB) and
consistent with the occupation ratio of nonmagnetic Tb1
and magnetic Tb2 in TbInO3.
Overall, our analysis suggests that TbInO3 realizes a

2d-honeycomb structure and a spin liquid behavior, which
is of significant interest regarding the anisotropic bond-
dependent Kitaev interaction and Majorana modes in the
spin liquid phase [61–64]. We also note that, even if all
Tb ions are magnetic, recent theoretical studies claim that
a bond-dependent exchange interaction is allowed by
symmetry in 2d − TL and can be mapped to a Kitaev-type
Hamiltonian [21–23].
Our magnetic data on polycrystal and an averaged single

crystal are identical even though the length of domain
boundaries in each case varies from the order of 100 nm
(polycrystal) to 10 μm (single crystal) as shown in our
TEM and PFM images. In addition, there is no spin
freezing or LRO down to 0.1 K in muon spin relaxation
work on our polycrystalline sample with dense FE boun-
daries present [36]. These observations strongly imply that
FE domain boundaries do not act as a source of disorder,
because it is not a random but a deterministic structural
distortion. Structural distortions may become important at
low temperatures, which require further studies to elucidate
how the possible spin liquid state is affected.
On the other hand, large domains and atomically sharp

domain boundaries in TbInO3 offer an unprecedented
opportunity to study mesoscopic edge states in a spin
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liquid material with real spatial resolution [34]. Figure 5
schematically illustrates a snapshot of a spin liquid state
that is contained within a structural domain (in this case,
γþ). Four atomically sharp structural domain walls and
two vortex cores surround the γþ domain. The magnetic
exchange paths across these boundaries are different from
that within a domain, since the connectivity between Tb
ions is modified at structural domain walls or vortex cores.
Exchange interactions along the Tb─Tb bonds are modi-
fied along these domain boundaries, similar to lattice
defects in a Kitaev honeycomb lattice, and may host
unconventional magnetic states [37–39].
In addition to the general expectations from a spin liquid,

TbInO3 also provides further functionalities in analogy to
h − RMnO3 systems [65–67]. The FE domain boundaries
can be electrically charged in the plane containing the
c axis, and these charged walls may accompany mobile
electrical carriers, which is generally difficult to realize in
other insulating spin liquid systems [68].

V. CONCLUSION

Hexagonal TbInO3 hosts two exotic examples of ferro-
electricity and magnetism: topological ferroelectric vortices
and spin liquid behavior. Our bulk data suggest that TbInO3

has an in-plane magnetic anisotropy without any LRO
down to 0.15 K with the emergence of a 2d-honeycomb
magnetic structure. The existence of well-defined, atomi-
cally sharp ferroelectric domain boundaries in this system
may open a new avenue for seeking topological edge states

in spin liquids that has not been studied to date. Further
studies are necessary to understand the exact spin liquid
nature and to probe locally the possible nontrivial edge
state in this system.
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