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ABSTRACT: Fourier transform mass spectrometers routinely provide high mass resolution,
mass measurement accuracy, and mass spectral dynamic range. In this work, we utilize 21 T
Fourier transform ion cyclotron resonance (FT-ICR) to analyze product ions derived from the
application of multiple dissociation techniques and/or multiple precursor ions within a single
transient acquisition. This ion loading technique, which we call, “chimeric ion loading”, saves
valuable acquisition time, decreases sample consumption, and improves top-down protein
sequence coverage. In the analysis of MCF7 cell lysate, we show collision-induced dissociation
(CID) and electron-transfer dissociation (ETD) on each precursor on a liquid chromatography-
mass spectrometry (LC-MS) timescale and improve mean sequence coverage dramatically (CID-only 15% vs chimeric 33%), even
during discovery-based acquisition. This approach can also be utilized to multiplex the acquisition of product ion spectra of multiple
charge states from a single protein precursor or multiple ETD/proton-transfer reactions (PTR) reaction periods. The analytical
utility of chimeric ion loading is demonstrated for top-down proteomics, but it is also likely to be impactful for tandem mass
spectrometry applications in other areas.

■ INTRODUCTION

Despite advances in mass spectrometry instrumentation,1−4

fragmentation techniques,5−9 and data analysis software,10−12

intact protein (or top-down) analysis suffers from severe
analytical limitations compared to peptide mass analysis.
Higher sequence coverage across more proteoforms of larger
molecular weight (MW) is required to eliminate current
analytical “blind-spots” associated with the approach. To date,
bottom-up methods have achieved a higher technological
maturity than top-down methodologies.13 For example, single-
shot whole proteome analyses are now capable of identifying
53 000 peptides within a single reversed-phase liquid
chromatography with tandem mass spectrometry (LC-MS/
MS) experiment.14 As a result, broader adoption of top-down
methods among researchers has been fairly low. However, for
select applications, top-down analyses have emerged as the
gold standard for difficult tasks such as profiling histone
modifications,15 hemoglobin typing,16 and rapid bacterial
identification.17,18 Bottom-up analyses remain incapable of
distinguishing the combinatoric space of post-translational
modifications19 (PTMs) or full complexity of the proteoforms
present within a given sample.10,20 In fact, when performing
bottom-up proteomics, most practitioners have adopted an
Occam’s razor-like interpretation (principle of maximum
parsimony)20 of the data, such that the fewest number of
peptides and protein groups are reported. However, PTMs
within the sample may actually be distributed in a far more
complex manner as dictated by the biological system.21 Under

the right conditions, top-down analysis can provide an
unbiased view of the modifications present and precisely
localize them to specific residues along the polypeptide
backbone.22,23 To exercise this clear strength of top-down
analysis, high sequence coverage must be obtained from the
tandem MS of as many proteoforms as possible, two
requirements that are fundamentally at odds with the
discovery-based, top-down experimental methodology.
To date, experiments with the highest resulting numbers of

proteoform identifications have been made using collision-
based activation methods (CID, CAD, and HCD, all of which
we refer to here as “CID”), which produce modest sequence
coverage.24−26 The slow heating fragmentation mechanism of
CID promotes bond cleavage at the most thermodynamically
favored sites along the amide backbone of the protein.27,28 The
resultant spectrum is sparse, with high signal-to-noise (S/N)
ratios for relatively few statistically favored, sequence
informative b/y fragment ions. By contrast, electron- and UV
photon-based techniques provide access to additional
fragmentation pathways and cleavage sites,29 potentially
providing much deeper sequence coverage.7 However, these
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additional possible fragment ion types potentially complicate
identification. In a recent report, it was found that
consideration of up to four independent fragment ion series
provides optimal identification.30 Specifically, with regard to
electron-transfer dissociation (ETD),31 the product ions
generated are often complementary to those produced by
CID. Moreover, an emerging trend among state-of-the-art top-
down analyses is the approach of performing multiple analyses
on a given sample with a variety of activation types for tandem
mass spectrometry and collating the results before or after
fragment ion identification for improved sequence coverage.32

The aforementioned approach permits the desired improve-
ment in protein sequence coverage; however, it also increases
both instrument analysis time and the amount of the sample
required.
A variety of hybrid activation schemes have been developed

and applied to analyses of intact proteins and peptides. More
extensive fragmentation is achieved with EThcD,33 ETciD, and
AI-ETD34,35 compared to either component fragmentation
technique performed on its own. However, these techniques
often convert first-generation fragments into subsequent
product ion generations (including internal) fragments. For
example, conversion of a c/z•-type fragment to a b/y-type
fragment in the cases of both EThcD and ETciD. The result is
an inability to observe certain fragments, as well as a
compromised detection sensitivity between the precursor
fragment and the newly created product fragments. There is
little opportunity for control over the size/length of the
resultant fragment ions from this process, resulting in a fixed
ratio of the fragment ion type and cleavage sites. AI-ETD has
shown great promise in improving sequence coverage obtained
from top-down sequencing by ETD for lower protein charge
states. However, supplemental activation during the ETD
reaction with IRMPD produces many new fragment ion
pathways (−H2O, −NH3, hydrogen rearrangements, etc.). In
addition, the IRMPD power must be carefully metered to
achieve the desired release of the ETnoD product ions without
overheating to produce b/y and internal fragments.
Here, we describe “chimeric ion loading”, a unique approach

that combines product ion populations derived from
independently isolated and activated precursor ion populations
within a single mass spectral acquisition. Importantly, this
flexible approach permits formation of fragment ion admixtures
from virtually any dissociation method and any set of ion
activation parameters. We leverage the ultrahigh magnetic field
space charge-capacity available at 21 T and the flexibility of an
external multipole storage device (MSD) to allow multiple fills
of fragment ions derived from various activation conditions
within a single set of ion manipulation steps prior to transient
acquisition. In one example, we demonstrate that chimeric ion
loading of ETD and CID fragments from all selected precursor
ions improves sequence coverage across the board in an online
LC-MS/MS analysis of the MCF7 cell lysate (15% CID-only;
23% ETD-only; to 33% chimeric). We also show benefit from
complementary b/y ion formation by fragmentation of multiple
charge states from the same protein precursor.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
Cell Culture. MCF7 human breast adenocarcinoma cells

were grown at 37 °C and 5% CO2 in RPMI 1640 growth
medium (Corning-Mediatech, Manassas, VA) supplemented
with 10% fetal bovine serum (Sigma-Aldrich Corp., St. Louis,
MO) and 0.5% penicillin/streptomycin (Corning-Mediatech).

The cells were washed twice on-dish in 10 mL of ice-cold 1×
Dulbecco’s phosphate-buffered saline (Life Technologies) to
remove residual medium and serum proteins, harvested by
scraping, and pelleted by centrifugation at 200g for 10 min at 4
°C. The cell pellets, each comprising 24 confluent 10 cm
dishes (approximately 2E8 cells), were stored dry at −80 °C
prior to lysis and protein quantitation.

Sample Preparation. The cell pellets were thawed on ice
and resuspended in 24 mL of 20 mM Tris, pH 7.5, containing
100 mM sodium chloride, 1% (w/v) N-lauroylsarcosine, and
1× final concentration of HALT protease/phosphatase
inhibitor cocktail (EDTA-free) (Thermo Fisher Scientific,
San Jose, CA). The lysates were incubated on ice for 20 min.
Magnesium chloride was added to a final concentration of 1
mM, followed by 750 units of benzonase nuclease (Sigma-
Aldrich Corp.). The lysates were then incubated at 25 °C for
20 min, chilled on ice, and centrifuged at 16 800g for 15 min at
4 °C to pellet cellular debris. Total lysate protein concentration
was determined by microplate BCA assay (Thermo Fisher
Scientific). Following protein quantitation, 300 μg of protein
from each lysate was precipitated in acetone, incubated at −80
°C overnight, and then washed in ice-cold acetone by
centrifugation at 16 800g for 10 min at 4 °C. The pellets
were then reconstituted in 150 μL of 1% (w/v) sodium
dodecyl sulfate (SDS) containing 50 μM dithiothreitol and 1×
Tris−acetate sample buffer (Expedeon Inc., San Diego, CA).
The samples were incubated at 95 °C for 5 min and
centrifuged at 16 800g for 10 min at room temperature to
pellet any remaining debris. The supernatants were loaded into
an 8% acrylamide gel-eluted liquid-fraction entrapment
electrophoresis (GELFrEE) cartridge and resolved into 12
fractions according to the manufacturer’s protocol (GELFrEE
8100 Fractionation System, Expedeon Inc.). Aliquots (10 μL)
from each GELFrEE fraction were resolved by SDS-
polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis and visualized by silver
nitrate stain36 to evaluate total protein content. The eluted
fractions were stored at −80 °C. Directly prior to LC-MS/MS
analysis, the fractions were concentrated, desalted, and cleaned
of SDS by precipitation in a mixture of methanol, chloroform,
and water.37 After two additional methanol washes, the pellets
were immediately reconstituted in 50 μL of ice-cold HPLC
Solvent A (0.3% formic acid and 5% acetonitrile (v/v) in
water; all mass spectrometry grade) with gentle pipetting.

Instrumentation. A custom hybrid dual-cell linear radio-
frequency (RF) ion trap 21 T Fourier transform-ion cyclotron
resonance mass spectrometer (FT-ICR MS) (Figure 1A) was
used to collect all data.4 The linear RF ion trap is a highly
modified Velos Pro2 ion trap mass spectrometer (ITMS)
(Thermo Fisher Scientific, San Jose, CA). The ITMS is
equipped with a commercial Orbitrap Fusion3 atmospheric
pressure ionization inlet/frontend electron-transfer dissocia-
tion (FETD) reagent ion source (Thermo Fisher Scientific).
The glow discharge FETD source enables generation of
reagent ions for both ETD and proton-transfer reactions
(PTR).9 An external multipole storage device (MSD),38

situated between the ITMS and the FT-ICR, accepts multiple
ion fills prior to FT-ICR detection. The MSD imposes an axial
electric field for sequestration of ions near the exit of the MSD.
The ions are delivered to the ICR cell by mass-dependent
ejection with an auxillary RF pseudopotential.39 Many changes
to the underlying ion trap control language (ITCL) code were
required to enable the instrument to perform chimeric ion
loading, which allows looped scan events while replacing the
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underlying properties within each scan event (i.e., ion
activation type, reaction period, and precursor m/z) with
those desired at each ion manipulation step. Several additional
modifications were made to allow the control of chimeric ion
loading directly through the Xcalibur method editor. These
modifications were performed by disabling the neutral loss
scan type within ITCL and replacing underlying variables with
chimeric ion loading variables, which permits access from the
existing GUI interface with an indexed map of parameters.
Liquid Chromatography. Reconstituted protein from

GELFrEE fraction 1 was optionally diluted up to 5-fold in
ice-cold HPLC solvent A (based on silver nitrate stain
intensity) and analyzed by reverse-phase LC-MS/MS. For
each injection, 5 μL was loaded onto an in-house-fabricated
360 μm o.d. × 150 μm i.d. fused-silica microcapillary trap
column packed 2−3 cm with PLRP-S resin (5 μm particle,
1000 Å pore, Agilent Technologies, Palo Alto, CA). The nano-
HPLC system (ACQUITY M-Class, Waters, Milford, MA) was
operated at 2.5 μL/min during trapping and washed with 95%
A for 10 min. Analytical columns were packed in-house using
360 μm o.d. × 75 μm i.d. fused-silica microcapillary with
PLRP-S resin (same as corresponding trap columns) to 15 cm
length. Elution gradients were applied using a 0.3 μL/min flow
rate with a gradient of 5−20% B in 5 min, 20−35% B in 20
min, 35−60% B in 75 min, 60−75% B in 15 min, and 75−95%
B in 5 min (120 min total length). Following separation, the
samples were directly ionized by nanoelectrospray ionization
using a 15 μm fused-silica PicoTip (New Objective, Woburn,
MA) emitter packed with 2−3 mm of the same PLRP-S resin

as previously described. A UWPR nanospray source was
utilized for application of the ionization voltage, fixturing the
column, and providing fine adjustment for the ESI emitter
(http://proteomicsresource.washington.edu/protocols05/
nsisource.php).

Data Handling. Data were acquired using 1.524 s
(precursor ion spectra) and 0.762 s (product ion spectra)
transient durations, which correspond to 1.2 M and 600 k
resolving power at m/z 200. All data were processed in raw file
format (Thermo Fisher Scientific) in reduced profile mode
(noise baseline-subtracted). Tandem ms data acquired on
fractionated MCF7 proteoforms in LC-MS mode were all
single transient spectra (no averaging of scans or microscans).
Data were further reduced to monoisotopic decharged masses
using xTract. Data were searched using TDPortal (v1.3), a
high-throughput top-down proteomics search platform hosted
by the National Resource for Translational and Developmental
Proteomics (available for academic collaborators here: http://
nrtdp.northwestern.edu/tdportal-request/) using a three-
pronged search strategy employing tight absolute mass (2.2
Da window), wide absolute mass (200 Da window), and
biomarker (10 ppm) searches; all with a product ion mass
tolerance of ±10 ppm.24 Data acquired in direct infusion mode
on carbonic anhydrase II is the average of 10 transients. These
data were also processed with xTract and fragment ions were
identified using Prosight Lite40 with a product ion mass
tolerance of ±10 ppm.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Recent work has demonstrated that combination of the spectra
acquired with multiple ion activation techniques provides deep

sequence coverage for intact proteins throughout a range of
molecular weight.8,41 However, combining data across
activation types and LC-MS/MS acquisitions, including
hundreds to thousands of transients averaged to produce a
single composite spectrum, significantly increases sample
consumption and acquisition period. This observation, coupled
with the unique performance characteristics of the NHMFL 21
T FT-ICR,4 provided the underlying motivation for the
development of chimeric ion loading. A similar term,

Figure 1. (A) Schematic diagram of the 21 T FT-ICR MS system.
The reagent ion source-equipped dual linear ion trap enables flexible
and rapid ion manipulation and fragmentation. The multipole storage
device accumulates large ion populations for analysis. The custom
dynamically harmonized cell produces highly ideal fields, while the
magnet allows for high charge capacity. (B) (top) Typical individual
ETD or CID activation experiments in which N ion fills are
conducted prior to transient acquisition. In contrast (bottom),
chimeric ion loading permits multiple ion activation approaches prior
to transient acquisition.

Figure 2. Product ion spectra acquired on MRFA [M + 2H]2+ with
CID (top), ETD (middle), and chimeric (bottom) activation modes.
Product ions present within the spectra produced using ETD or CID
alone are all present within the spectrum produced using the chimeric
activation mode.
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“chimeric” spectra,42 is used in mass spectrometry and should
not be confused with chimeric ion loading. A chimeric
spectrum is the result of an ion isolation experiment in which
two or more species remain within the isolation window and
the resultant product ion spectrum contains fragment ions
from all species present. These spectra provide unique
challenges for identification of peptides and proteins because
most conventional search engines (Sequest,43 Mascot,44 etc.)
presume that the tandem ms spectra contain product ions from
a single purely isolated precursor. Whether or not chimeric
spectra are acquired depends solely on the performance
characteristics of the isolation and how closely in m/z two
isotopic envelopes overlap. In contrast, chimeric ion loading is
the deliberate creation of an admixture of product ions
acquired under different acquisition conditions. These
conditions could include, but are not limited to, activation
type, activation (reaction) period, and precursor charge state.
For the purposes of this manuscript, anything described as
chimeric refers to spectral acquisition in which chimeric ion
loading was used.
Targeted or discovery-based analysis of intact proteins

requires appropriate consideration of the acquisition parame-
ters. For sequence analysis at 21 T, typically activation type is
selected and the number of ion fills varied for optimized S/N
and sequence coverage.45,46 Scaling the number of ion fills as a
function of MW of the protein has been shown to be
advantageous.47 Multiple ion fills are conducted by looping

through a set of steps during each fill, as shown in Figure 1A:
precursor ion accumulation, isolation, reagent ion accumu-
lation (ETD/PTR only), ion activation, and finally, transfer to
a multipole storage device (MSD). This set of steps constitutes
a single ion fill and when repeated N times accumulates large
ion populations for improved signal-to-noise (S/N). In
addition, multiple ion fills permit operation of the ion trap
under more ideal conditions for ion manipulation and
activation. Each ion fill is regulated by automatic gain control
(AGC)48 within the linear ion trap and each fill meets the
desired AGC target for MSn acquisitions. The cumulative ion
target (CIT) is simply the AGC target multiplied by the
number of fills (example: N = 10; AGC target = 2E5; CIT = 10
× 2E5 ions = 2E6 ions). This permits the entire loop of N fills
to be carried out using a single AGC determination. The
underlying assumption is that the composition of the ion beam
is not changing rapidly enough to affect the accuracy of the
number of charges delivered during each event. This
approximation holds true for both direct infusion and LC-
MS analysis as long as an excessively large number of ion fills is
not selected. In fact, this process has been shown to be very
linear over a broad range of CIT’s47 (>1E7 CIT). While not
presently implemented, incorporating multiple AGC scans
interleaved regularly between ion fills, then utilizing only the
most recent AGC determination to inform injection times for
subsequent ion fills would be optimal to improve linearity and
accuracy. Figure 1B illustrates the typical experimental

Figure 3. Global discovery-based interrogation of intact proteins from the GELFrEE fraction 1 of the MCF7 cells (H. sapiens). All LC-MS data
were acquired in technical triplicate. The control data (A−D) were generated by searching LC-MS chimeric ion loading runs with TDPortal and
querying all spectra for either b/y (CID), c/z• (ETD), or b/c/y/z• (Chimeric). (A) Euler diagram contains the number of proteoform
identifications from each query. (B) Accompanying bar chart shows the mean and median sequence coverage for all identified proteoforms for each
query. The commonly identified proteoforms (307) in all three queries outlined in red within the Euler diagram are shown in the plots directly
below. (C) Sequence coverage as a function of the proteoform index is displayed for each of the three queries. Sequence coverage for chimeric ion
data is improved over data acquired with each individual activation type. (D) Bottom plot shows the P-score for each identification across query
type. The data in the neighboring column (E−H) shows the comparison of chimeric ion loading against the optimized LC-MS methods for CID-
only or ETD-only experiments.
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approach when conducting CID or ETD. Chimeric ion loading
allows us to create an admixture of CID and ETD product
ions, each with a separate number of ion fills, N.
A simple example of a chimeric ETD/CID spectrum is

shown in Figure 2. The analyte is the tetramer MRFA [M +
2H]2+. The expected number of peptide backbone fragments
for any polypeptide is n − 1 (where n = AA length). Therefore,
not including side chain and water loss peaks, we expect a
maximum of 3 b/y pairs (CID) and 3 c/z• pairs (ETD) of the
MRFA fragment ions. Using this analyte, the spectral
complexity is appropriately constrained such that it is evident
that all fragment ions contained within the spectra acquired
from each individual activation method (CID or ETD) are
contained in the chimeric ion loading spectrum (indicated by
the color-coded dashed lines).
Inherent to this approach is the ability to tailor the

admixture of ions such that the S/N of fragment ions
generated from each condition is optimized. Prior experimental
optimization for discovery-based, data-dependent acquisition
(DDA) on the 21 T FT-ICR MS with a single activation type
per acquisition has informed selection of ETD parameters of
15 fills × 2E5 ions (CIT 3E6) and CID parameters of 2 fills ×
5E5 ions (CIT 1E6). These individual targets were adopted for
MCF7 cell lysate discovery-based analysis (3E6 CIT-ETD +

1E6 CIT-CID = 4E6 CIT-chimeric). Ion storage capacity and
ETD reaction capacity constraints imposed by the linear RF
ion trap result in a significant difference in the effective MS/
MS duty cycle for ETD vs CID. ETD suffers from a 30% lower
MS/MS acquisition rate, and this is reflected in the total
proteoform identifications obtained using ETD-only and
chimeric ion loading. However, with further development of
ETD methodology and optimization, we expect the ETD
tandem MS repetition rate to more closely match our CID
capabilities. The 21 T FT-ICR at NHMFL is capable of
handling >3E7 charges before nonlinearity in signal magnitude
is detected.47 Therefore, operating at 4E6 CIT is well below
this practical limit for our hardware. In principle, this
experiment could be conducted on an Orbitrap mass analyzer;
however, space charge and coalescence within the spectrum
could prevent analytical utility even with the highest field
Orbitrap (D20). Charge capacity at 21 T is well over an order
of magnitude greater than that feasible on commercially
available Orbitrap systems.49,50 A mixture where 75% of the
CIT originates from ETD fragment ions and 25% CIT from
CID fragments is well-suited to the analysis of proteins from 5
to 30 kDa. Further optimization for application to a broader
intact protein MW range or even real-time application of
varying the percentage of the CIT between the two activation
modes may be advantageous. Finally, while not done in this
study, ion accumulation during transient acquisition allows for
greater overall instrument acquisition efficiency. Simultaneous
acquisition and ion accumulation/manipulation is currently
being pursued.
The impact of chimeric ion loading on the analysis of

fractionated MCF7 (Homo sapiens) lysate with respect to
proteoforms identified, sequence coverage, and P-score is
shown in Figure 3A−H. A “control” database search was
performed against the chimeric ion loading runs (technical
triplicate) with UniProt H. sapiens database (20 155 protein
entries, 42 317 isoforms, and 319 264 isoform features
queried) containing the theoretical spectra with b/y (CID),
c/z•, or b/c/y/z• ion series. This strategy was employed to
ascertain the effect of total proteoform identifications at a fixed
FDR51 and P-score with the chimeric ion loading data.
Performing queries against this database containing only ion
series pairs (b/y or c/z•) illustrated that chimeric ion loading
data did not introduce any artefactual P-score or FDR issues
within this informatics platform. In fact, within this data set we
identified 657 proteoforms by b/y query, 751 proteoforms by
c/z• query, and 698 proteoforms by b/c/y/z• query (Figure
3A). It was expected that the total number of proteoforms
identified would be similar for all queries provided the S/N of
product ions resulting from both CID and ETD were similar.
The average and median sequence coverage is reported in
Figure 3B. These statistics are calculated across all proteoforms
identified for each query type. Chimeric ion loading achieved
the highest median (28%) and average (32%) sequence
coverage, which was more than 10% better than single
activation data (nonchimeric). Sequence coverage was
compared across all commonly identified proteoforms (out-
lined in red within Figure 3A) and sorted in order of
descending sequence coverage (Figure 3C). The commonly
identified species were the focus due to the pseudostochastic
sampling nature of data-dependent acquisition (DDA). Here, it
is evident that combining ions using chimeric ion loading
produces significant improvement in sequence coverage for
this subset of commonly identified proteoforms. Figure 3D

Figure 4. Sequence coverage maps for both histone H2B type 2-E
(Q16778) and ubiquitin 60s ribosomal protein L40 (P62987)
constructed from data acquired using either ETD, CID, or chimeric
modes. These sequence coverage maps illustrate the complementarity
of CID vs ETD and also reveal that this complementarity is preserved
during chimeric ion loading. Improvements in sequence coverage
using chimeric ion loading over either ETD or CID are reported.
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shows the P-score profile for the commonly identified
proteoforms sorted in ascending P-score order. These data
show that P-score is improved dramatically when the query is
made against all four product ion series present as opposed to
omission of a series pair and is consistent with the findings of
others.30 Figure 3E−H displays the results obtained from three
sets of optimized triplicate discovery-based data acquisitions:
ETD-only (3E6 CIT), CID-only (1E6 CIT), and chimeric ion
loading (25% CID/75% ETD, 4E6 CIT). In this comparison,
each acquisition was individually optimized to produce the best
possible results for each activation type. This is readily
apparent in the numbers of total proteoforms identified in each
case (757 ETD-only; 963 CID-only; 698 chimeric ion loading,
Figure 3E). The cost of performing chimeric ion loading is that
additional ion fills are required to attain the desired CIT of
4E6 ions (see above), with on average 100 ms required for
ETD and 20−30 ms required for CID ion fills. This reduces
the tandem MS acquisition rate and represents the real “cost”
of performing chimeric ion loading. However, this cost in time
is low compared to the cost of entirely separate LC-MS runs or
spectral acquisitions for each activation type. In Figure 3F, the
average and median sequence coverages illustrate that chimeric
ion loading is the method of choice for obtaining higher overall
sequence coverage without sacrificing a significant number of
total identifications compared with ETD-only. In Figure 3G,H,
the sequence coverage is improved, as observed with the
control queries, and the P-scores were unchanged using
chimeric ion loading for all commonly identified species.
Additionally, comparing the control database search (Figure
3A−D) vs the actual data (Figure 3E−H) illustrates that
performing chimeric ion loading does not induce a deleterious
effect on the sequence coverage of the individual activation
type ion populations (ETD or CID) even though ions were
mixed, stored, and analyzed together.
The improvement in sequence coverage for two MCF7

proteins is illustrated in Figure 4. These example proteins were
selected because they represent average gains in sequence

coverage obtained by chimeric ion loading. Fragment ion
spectra used for proteoform identification and sequence
coverage maps shown in Figure 4 were obtained with single
transients, during global discovery-based top-down proteomics
experiments. As a result, there is some variance in the observed
fragment ions between chimeric ion loading and ETD-only or
CID-only due to small differences in the timing of automated
MS/MS spectral acquisition during the LC elution. In the case
of histone H2B type 2-E, the ETD-only tandem mass spectrum
produced 57% sequence coverage. The CID-only tandem mass
spectrum yielded 23% sequence coverage. Therefore, chimeric
ion loading produced improvements of 44% over CID-only
and 10% over ETD-only generated spectra (67% sequence
coverage under chimeric ion loading conditions). Similar
improvements were also observed for ubiquitin 60s ribosomal
protein L40. Such complementarity, or the ability for a given
fragmentation technique to generate product ions that are
unique, is truly what drives the improvement in coverage when
operating in chimeric ion loading mode. We expect further
benefits from inclusion of additional activation approaches
(i.e., chimeric ion loading with CID/ETD/UVPD). Currently,
our hardware supports CID, HCD, ETD, PTR, UVPD (193
nm), and IRMPD. Activation types that yield high numbers of
unique fragments relatively rapidly will be the focus of future
work.
Another viable application of chimeric ion loading is

interrogation of multiple disparate charge states of the same
protein using a single activation mode. CID typically generates
the most thermodynamically favored bond cleavages along the
peptide backbone. However, protein secondary and tertiary
structures also influence the likelihood of amide bond cleavage
and thus provide the opportunity for exploitation.52 Protein
ions are known to adopt an unfolded gas-phase conformation
when they are highly saturated with charge carriers.53,54 A
compact, more folded conformation is adopted as charge state
decreases. In Figure 5A,B, the propensity for disparate charge
states of the same protein precursor ions to yield unique

Figure 5. Product ion spectra and corresponding sequence coverage maps collected using chimeric ion loading to leverage the propensity for
disparate protein charge states to yield complementary b/y ions (carbonic anhydrase II; Bos taurus). The top row (A) includes the product ion
spectra (CID) of the [M + 24H]24+ with the corresponding sequence coverage map. The same data is shown for the [M + 38H]38+ (CID) and the
[M + 24H]24+/[M + 38H]38+ (ChimericCID/CID) on the middle (B) and bottom rows (C), respectively. Within the sequence coverage maps,
the regions of the protein which exhibit complementary fragment ions are highlighted.
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fragment ions (carbonic anhydrase II; 24+ vs 38+) is exploited
with chimeric ion loading. Instead of mixing product ion fills
from separate activation techniques, 10 CID product ion fills
from the [M + 24H]24+ were mixed with 10 CID product ion
fills from the [M + 38H]38+. Each precursor ion was isolated
within a 5 Da wide window. Figure 5A shows the CID
spectrum generated from the [M + 24H]24+ of carbonic
anhydrase II (CAII), which yields 27% sequence coverage
(112 fragments identified). Figure 5B shows the CID spectrum
generated from the [M + 38H]38+ of CAII with sequence
coverage of 35% (118 fragments identified). The chimeric ion
loading spectrum containing 10 ion fills each of [M + 24H]24+

and [M + 38H]38+ produced 40% total sequence coverage
(168 fragments identified). The accompanying fragment ion
maps show the regions where unique fragment ions contribute
to the overall gain of 5% sequence coverage from the
admixture of the ions in the chimeric spectrum. This approach
was conducted in direct infusion mode and represented a
proof-of-principle worthy of further study. Optimization of the
degree of separation in charge states selected, relative number
of ion fills, and automated selection of each charge state remain
areas in which further impact could be achieved, especially
with respect to intact protein LC-MS experiments.
Chimeric ion loading is defined by the ability to create

admixtures of fragment ions of the same species, albeit with
separate acquisition characteristics. We intend to explore this
space further to “design” ion populations containing large,
medium, and small MW fragment ions from a single protein
precursor ion via ETD such that sequence coverage is fully
optimized within a single spectrum. In addition, with the use of
PTR, we can deliberately “program” our spectrum such that
the ion fills occupy certain analytical m/z regions within a
single spectral acquisition based on the elapsed reaction period.
In principle, chimeric ion loading can be applied to lower field
ICR and Orbitrap but will be more constrained by limited ion
capacity.
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