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ABSTRACT: Thermosets composed of cross-linked polymers
demonstrate enhanced thermal, solvent, chemical, and dimensional
stability as compared to their non-cross-linked counterparts.
However, these often-desirable material properties typically come
at the expense of reprocessability, recyclability, and healability. One
solution to this challenge comes from the construction of polymers
that are reversibly cross-linked. We relied on lessons from Nature to
present supramolecular polymer networks comprised of cooperative
Janus-faced hydrogen bonded cross-links. A triazine-based guanine-
cytosine base (GCB) with two complementary faces capable of self-
assembly through three hydrogen bonding sites was incorporated
into poly(butyl acrylate) to create a reprocessable and recyclable
network. Rheological experiments and dynamic mechanical analysis (DMA) were employed to investigate the flow behavior of
copolymers with randomly distributed GCB units of varying incorporation. Our studies revealed that the cooperativity of multiple
hydrogen bonding faces yields excellent network integrity evidenced by a rubbery plateau that spanned the widest temperature range
yet reported for any supramolecular network. To verify that each Janus-faced motif engages in multiple cross-links, we studied the
effects of local concentration of the incorporated GCB units within the polymer chain. Mechanical strength improved by colocalizing
the GCB within a block copolymer morphology. This enhanced performance revealed that the number of effective cross-links in the
network increased with the local concentration of hydrogen bonding units. Overall, this study demonstrates that cooperative
noncovalent interactions introduced through Janus-faced hydrogen bonding moieties confers excellent network stability and
predictable viscoelastic flow behavior in supramolecular networks.

■ INTRODUCTION

The synthesis of robust polymer materials is typically
achievable through covalent cross-linking of polymer chains
to generate a network that spans the entire sample; however,
the fixity that is the hallmark of these “thermosets” comes at a
cost.1 The network structure of these materials prevents the
separation and reptation of chains, by both solvation and
heating, making these materials unrecyclable by conventional
methods (e.g., direct mechanical reprocessing). As the
development of plastics with recyclability has become a
necessity in modern polymer manufacturing, this prerequisite
for materials becomes increasingly difficult when durability in
harsh environments (e.g., high temperatures) is also required.
Significant efforts have been made to exploit reversible cross-
links in either supramolecular or covalent adaptable networks
(CANs), wherein the links between chains can be broken and
reformed.2−12 These dynamic networks have been described in
terms of the mechanism of exchange and the nature of their
cross-links; supramolecular networks rely on noncovalent
interactions while CANs are comprised of reversible covalent
bonds.13−17

The mechanism of exchange for CANs can be described as
associative or dissociative.2 Dissociative CANs demonstrate

network reversibility through sequential and discrete bond
dissociation and association steps. In associative CANs (e.g.,
“vitrimers”), these steps occur simultaneously when a reactive
moiety within the network undergoes a substitution or
metathesis reaction with an existing cross-link, such that a
new cross-link is formed simultaneous to the initial cross-link
dissociating. These mechanistic differences produce profound
diversity in the processablilty and application of these
materials. At high temperatures, dissociative CANs favor
bond dissociation and can be tailored to transition to an un-
cross-linked viscoelastic fluid at a desired temperature.18 On
the other hand, simultaneous bond exchange in associative
CANs limits de-cross-linking to maintain a constant cross-link
density at all temperatures. However, as has been recently
highlighted, dissociative networks can also be designed to
preserve high cross-link density over vast temperature
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ranges.13,19 Indeed, the balance of fixity and cross-link
reversibility for strategically designed dissociative CANs allows
for a wide array of conditions and techniques for
reprocessing.19,20

Supramolecular networks can also combine increased
strength and reprocessability via transient highly directional
interactions like hydrogen bonding, metal−ligand coordina-
tion, π−π interaction, and host−guest complexation among
others.21,22 Network formation is achieved through the
noncovalent cross-linking of polymer backbones or through
supramolecular polymerization of multifunctional mono-
mers.23 Although individual supramolecular bonds are
relatively weak as compared to covalent bonds, multiple
noncovalent interactions can work in concert to produce
mechanically robust materials.24 The importance of strong
hydrogen bonding between macromolecules in nature is
irrefutable: the structure and function of DNA and proteins
are the result of hydrogen bonding and stacking interactions of
nucleotides and amino acids, respectively. Specifically, the
consequences of hydrogen bonding interactions can be
observed in naturally derived materials; for example, the
tensile strength of spider silk, which is produced by weak but
numerous hydrogen bonds between proteins, is comparable to
steel.25,26

The utility and susceptibility of hydrogen bonding has also
been exploited in polymer networks to achieve robust synthetic
materials; several studies demonstrate that the incorporation of
hydrogen bonding moieties in synthetic polymers increases
fatigue and heat resistance properties significantly.27−30 In
addition, the reversibility of these interactions leads to
materials with stimuli-responsive behavior, adaptability, and
the potential for self-healing and shape-memory capabil-
ities.31,32 Originally developed by Meijer and co-workers, 2-
ureido-4[1H]-pyrimidinone (UPy), is a particularly promising
hydrogen bonding moiety for the formation of supramolecular
networks (Figure 1). High-affinity UPy dimers assemble in a
self-complementary array of quadruple hydrogen bonds
(Figure 1).33−35 As such, Upy-terminated telechelic poly-

mers,36−39 copolymers of acrylate and UPy-functionalized
acrylate monomers,40−43 and polymers formed via postpoly-
merization functionalization with Upy moieties have been
investigated for their utility in supramolecular networks.44

However, the immiscibility of UPy monomers with appropriate
solvents and other acrylate comonomers makes direct
polymerization a challenging route to incorporate the Upy-
motif.45 In addition to solvation challenges, similar to many
dissociative CANs, supramolecular networks containing UPy
motifs have been shown to lose connectivity at elevated
temperatures (>160 °C), further limiting their applicabil-
ity.29,30,46,47

We reasoned that careful design of hydrogen bonded
supramolecular networks can be utilized to preserve network
structure even at elevated temperatures. Specifically, we
envisioned that pendent groups capable of hydrogen bonding
with more than one partner would collectively increase the
temperature range of useful network performance. Recently,
Sanjayan et al. developed a novel triazine-based Janus-faced
guanine-cytosine base (GCB), comprised of two opposite
faces, each representing the respective functionality of the
quintessential guanine-cytosine DNA base pair. These GCB
units were shown to form extended self-assemblies through 3 +
3 hydrogen bonding.48 Like UPy, GCB exhibits a self-
complementary hydrogen bonding sequence but with the
added benefit that self-assembly of these moieties extends
beyond 1:1 pairing, allowing the formation of extended ribbon-
like structures (Figure 1). We hypothesized that incorporating
the Janus GCB pendent groups into polymers would yield
materials with an inherent equivalence of complementary self-
assembling components and that this balance could be
particularly advantageous when applied to copolymers in
which the assembling units are highly diluted. Finally, with
retention of the network structure, the GCB networks should
flow via bond exchange, resulting in predictable viscoelastic
flow (i.e., Arrhenius dependence) that is more commonly
associated with associative networks (e.g., vitrimers)49 and
some dissociative networks.50

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
To begin our investigation, we applied reversible addition−
fragmentation chain transfer (RAFT) polymerization of a tert-
butyloxy carbonyl (boc)-protected guanine-cytosine base-
functionalized acrylate (GCBAboc) and butyl acrylate (BA) to
generate statistical copolymers P(BA-stat-GCBAboc) of con-
trolled molecular weight (Figure 2A).51 To avoid contributions
from physical cross-linking, we targeted polymers under the
entanglement molecular weight of poly(butyl acrylate)52 and 5,
10, and 15 mol % GCBAboc incorporation to yield copolymers
denoted as P(BA-stat-GCBAboc)x% (where x is the mol %
incorporation of GCBA). During each copolymerization, the
number-average molecular weight (Mn) of the prepolymers
maintained uniform growth throughout the conversion, and
low dispersity polymers were obtained. The pseudo-first-order
kinetic plot was linear, and a monomodal shift in gel
permeation chromatography (GPC) traces toward high
molecular weight polymers was observed. These observations
are good indicators of a controlled polymerization (Figure S1).
Importantly, the consumption of GCBAboc and BA indicated
similar monomer reactivities and, as such, the hydrogen
bonding sites are expected to be evenly distributed along the
polymer chains (Figure S1B). Finally, all three statistical
copolymers with targeted number-average degree of polymer-

Figure 1. (Top) Depiction of thermoplastics, thermosets, and their
intermediate counterparts based on either noncovalent (supra-
molecular networks) or dynamic-covalent (covalent adaptable net-
works) interactions. (Bottom) Prior work on hydrogen bonding
supramolecular networks has focused on 1:1 pairing of 2-ureido-
4[1H]-pyrimidinone (UPy) moieties, while the approach reported
here relies on self-complementary hydrogen bonding of Janus
guanine-cytosine base (GCB) groups.
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ization (DP) of 50 at 5, 10, and 15 mol % incorporation of
GCBAboc were characterized by GPC (Figure 2B) and 1H
NMR spectroscopy (Table S2 and Figure S2).
With polymers in hand, the incorporated GCBAboc units

were deprotected using trifluoroacetic acid at room temper-
ature to reveal polymers bearing the Janus-faced hydrogen
bonding moiety (Figures S3−S4).53 The thermal properties of
the resulting materials were characterized by thermogravi-

metric analysis (TGA) and differential scanning calorimetry
(DSC). TGA demonstrated excellent thermal stability, as
indicated by only 5% degradation of the polymers at 270 °C
(Figure 2C). DSC characterization revealed that the glass
transition temperature (Tg) of the copolymers increases with
higher incorporation of GCBA. GCBA incorporations of 5, 10,
and 15% exhibit a Tg of −45, −31, and −20 °C, respectively
(Figure 2D). We attribute the increasing Tg with GCBA

Figure 2. (A) General scheme for RAFT copolymerization of BA and GCBAboc and subsequent deprotection; (B) GPC traces of P(BA-stat-
GCBAboc)x% statistical copolymers; (C) Thermogravimetric analysis plots and; (D) DSC thermograms of the polymers of boc-deprotected P(BA-
stat-GCBA)x% statistical copolymers.

Figure 3. (A) Images of the samples before and after processing; (B) Storage and loss modulus before (blue) and after (orange) processing for
P(BA-stat-GCBA)10% at −5 °C; (C) Storage and loss modulus of P(BA-stat-GCBA)10% from −5 to 145 °C; Time−temperature superposition
master curves for (D) P(BA-stat-GCBA)5%; (E) P(BA-stat-GCBA)10%; and (F) P(BA-stat-GCBA)15%.
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incorporation to increasing degrees of higher intermolecular
hydrogen bonding in the materials which restricts long-range
segmental motion.54

P(BA-stat-GCBA) at varying GCBA incorporations was
solvent cast from dichloromethane to facilitate network
formation and provide a baseline for thermomechanical
analysis. The resulting films were compression molded at
elevated temperatures (70, 90, and 120 °C for P(BA-stat-
GCBA) at 5, 10, and 15% GCBA incorporation, respectively)
(Figure 3A, S5) to remove residual solvent and to shape the
material into disks and bars for further characterization.
Initially, a control frequency sweep characterization on PBA at
−5 °C demonstrated that material is a viscoelastic liquid at all
frequencies (Figure S6). We expected that, with incorporation
of GCBA in the PBA matrix, we would observe an increase of
the elastic component in the system. Subsequently, we
explored the effect of shear on the pre- and postprocessed
materials at different temperatures by varying the frequency of
an applied oscillatory strain (Figure 3). Frequency sweeps on
P(BA-stat-GCBA)10% at −5 °C revealed an increase in both the
storage modulus (G′) and loss modulus (G″) upon processing
(Figure 3B). Additionally, the higher value of G′ compared to
G″ after processing further indicated a transition from
viscoelastic fluid to viscoelastic solid. This transition can be
credited to the processing-induced self-assembly of hydrogen
bonding motifs that formed cross-linked network struc-
tures.55,56 Furthermore, we found that compression molding
has a significant effect on the network formation of P(BA-stat-
GCBA)10%. After solvent casting, the difference between G′
and G″ was moderate, and with time we observed an increase
in G′ at −5 °Cwhich suggests with time a network is
forming gradually in the system. Finally, after compression

molding, we obtained the maximum G′ with an appreciable
difference between G′ and G″, indicating the formation of a
percolated network (Figure S7). We continued these experi-
ments by expanding the temperature range for each %GCBA
incorporation (Figure 3C, S8A-B) and horizontally translating
the modulus vs angular frequency spectra via time−temper-
ature superposition with a reference temperature of 95 °C
(Figure 3D−E). P(BA-stat-GCBA)5% and P(BA-stat-
GCBA)10% displayed transitions from viscoelastic solids to
viscoelastic fluids at 95 and 145 °C, respectively.57 This
transition was not observed for P(BA-stat-GCBA)15%, indicat-
ing the material remained a viscoelastic solid up to at least 145
°C within the tested frequencies (Figure 3F).
We further investigated P(BA-stat-GCBA) before and after

processing by creep recovery experiments, where the material
deformation (strain) from an applied constant force (stress)
was observed over time. After the stress was released, the strain
recovery was monitored to evaluate the extent of permanent
deformation (i.e., creep). Prior to compression molding, P(BA-
stat-GCBA)10% showed 65% deformation over just 30 s at −5
°C at a constant stress of 5000 Pa. Upon the release of the
force the material recovered only 9% of the deformation,
indicative of significant creep (Figure 4A). Following
processing, P(BA-stat-GCBA)10% showed only 0.2% deforma-
tion over the same duration and recovered over 98% of the
deformation (Figure 4B). This finding is indicative of elastic
recovery and consistent with results from the frequency sweep
experiments. P(BA-stat-GCBA)10%, both before and after
processing, demonstrated consistent elastic behavior for three
additional creep recovery cycles. Creep-recovery experiments
were also utilized to understand the effect of compression
molding. The result demonstrated that the solvent casted

Figure 4. (A) Creep recovery experiments before processing of P(BA-stat-GCBA)10% at −5 °C; (B) Creep recovery experiments after processing
for P(BA-stat-GCBA)10% at −5 °C; (C) Creep recovery experiments for P(BA-stat-GCBA)10% at various temperatures; (D) Extended creep
recovery experiments for P(BA-stat-GCBA)x% samples at 45 °C; (E) Plot of ln η0 vs 1000/T for P(BA-stat-GCBA)x% samples; (F) Dynamic
mechanical analysis (DMA) for P(BA-stat-GCBA)x% samples.
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sample recovered only 83%, whereas the compression molded
sample attained complete recovery at a constant stress of 10
kPa−indicating formation of a widespread network due to
compression molding of the sample (Figure S9). P(BA-stat-
GCBA)10% was then subjected to creep recovery experiments
at −5, 45, 95, and 145 °C at a constant stress of 10 000 Pa. An
increase in permanent deformationor viscous flowwas
observed with increasing temperature. The effect was most
pronounced above the temperature at which, according to the
rheometric data, the polymer transitions from viscoelastic solid
to viscoelastic fluid (Figure 4C, Figure S10−S11).58
We then subjected processed P(BA-stat-GCBA) at 5, 10,

and 15% GCBA incorporation to the same stress (10 000 Pa)
for 100 s over a range of temperatures to evaluate flow
behavior with respect to hydrogen bonding capability (Figure
4D, Figures S12−14). As expected, the flow rate of these
materials decreased with increasing incorporation of GCBA,
where cooperative interactions between hydrogen bonding
moieties inhibit flow of the material. From this data, we
extracted the zero-shear viscosity (ηo) at different temperatures
from a compliance J(t) [creep/stress] vs time (t) plot
following the equation, J(t) = A + t/ηo.

20 For P(BA-stat-
GCBA)5%, a steady decrease of ηo with increasing temperature
up to 60 °C was observed, followed by a rapid decrease in ηo.
The rapid reduction of ηo indicates the loss of network
integrity due to disassociation of the GCBA moieties. The
same trend was observed for P(BA-stat-GCBA)10%, though the
dramatic decline of ηo began at about 110 °C, suggesting the
network structure is retained over a larger temperature range.
For P(BA-stat-GCBA)15%, no change in the flow behavior was
observed suggesting retention of the network integrity over the
entire temperature range (Figure 4E). We hypothesized that
the difference in the slopes during network dissociation of
P(BA-stat-GCBA)5% and P(BA-stat-GCBA)10% in Figure 4E

can be explained by cluster theory introduced by Semenov and
Rubinstein.59−61 With decreasing incorporation of GCBA
cross-linkers, the polymer chains form loosely cross-linked
clusters resulting in the sharpest decrease of viscosity after
dissociation of the GCBA assembly. The activation energy for
viscous flow (Ea) was calculated from the initial flow
dependenceprior to network disintegrationto be 24 ± 2
kJ/mol for all the networks (Figure S15).62,63

To conclude our look at how these processed statistical
copolymer network structures perform at higher temperatures,
we conducted temperature ramp experiments via DMA at
oscillating strain (Figure 4F). The elastic rubbery plateau
modulus (En), extrapolated at the onset of the rubbery plateau
in the thermogram, is related to the molecular weight between
cross-links (Mx) of the network40 (Figure S16), and the
appearance of a dramatic decline in En at higher temperatures
is indicative of network dissociation.32 The onset temperature
of network dissociation (Td‑x% ; x = mol % incorporation of
GCBA in the polymer)47 increases with increasing incorpo-
ration of GCBA (Td‑5% = 107 °C; Td‑10% = 150 °C) to such an
extent that we did not observe network disintegration for
P(BA-stat-GCBA) with 15% GCBA incorporation in the
operating temperature range (−50−200 °C). To the best of
our knowledge, this is the widest range of rubbery plateau ever
reported for a supramolecular network showing excellent
network integrity at elevated temperatures.45 The elongated
rubbery plateau observed for these systems was attributed to
the cooperative effect of triplet hydrogen bond connectivity at
each side of the GCBA cross-linker in concert with multiple
self-assembled GCB units.64 We hypothesize that face-to-face
hydrogen bonding induces self-assembly of additional GCBA
cross-linkers, generating a network that contains a higher
effective number of cross-links per chain (Nc) than the number
of GCBA units incorporated. To investigate this possibility, we

Figure 5. (A) Depiction of GCBA distribution in statistical and block copolymers; (B) GPC traces of PBA and (PBA-b-PGCBAboc)x% samples; (C)
DSC thermograms of (PBA-b-PGCBA)x% samples; Comparison of the (D) DMA thermograms of block and statistical morphology at 5%
incorporation of GCBA; (E) ln η0 vs 1000/T plot of block and statistical morphology at 5% incorporation of GCBA.
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used the En and Mx data from DMA and Mn values from GPC
to calculate the cross-link density (Nc) within these networks.
As expected, an increase in cross-link density was observed
with increasing GCBA content (Figure 4F). Interestingly, as
the targeted mol % of GCBA increases to 15%, the Nc is
strikingly higher than the number of average cross-linkers per
chain (Table S4).65 The average number of GCBA units per
chain is 3.6, 6.2, and 9.5 respectively at 5, 10, and 15%
incorporation of GCBA. We see that for P(BA-stat-GCBA) at
5 and 10% GCBA, Nc is equal to or less than the number of
GCBA units per chain i.e., 2 and 7, respectively. However, at
15% incorporation, Nc is 21, 2-fold greater than the number of
GCBA units incorporated. We also used the Gn (the elastic
rubbery plateau modulus from the frequency sweep master
plots) which corroborates the Nc value calculated from DMA
(Table S5). These results are strongly consistent with the
ability of the GCBA units to interact with more than one
partner with increasing incorporation and confers remarkable
integrity to these networks.
To validate the hypothesis that hydrogen bonded Janus-

faced GCBA units self-assemble beyond pairs, we investigated
the effect of local GCBA concentration on network formation.
We compared the thermomechanical properties of block
copolymers of similar GCBA incorporation (5, 10, and 15
mol %, where the GCBA units were incorporated into only the
second block) to their statistical counterparts (Figure 5A).
We49 and others66 have previously shown that block
copolymers in associative CANs exhibit higher creep-resistance
compared to their statistical equivalent. We reasoned that a
similar effect would be observed in this study given that an
increase in local concentration of Janus cross-linkers would
further increase the likelihood of extended hydrogen bonding
over multiple GCBA units. The block copolymers were
synthesized via RAFT polymerization (Figure 5B, Scheme
S2, Table S6, Figure S18) using a macro-chain transfer agent
(macro-CTA) PBA with a degree of polymerization of 25. This
PBA macro-CTA was chain extended with BA and GCBAboc to
target three different block copolymers with 5, 10, and 15 mol
% incorporation of GCBA (PBA-b-PGCBAboc)x% (where x is
the mol % incorporation of GCBA). As with the statistical
copolymers the total degree of polymerization was maintained
at about 50 monomer units (Figure S18). Following amine
deprotection, we observed that these block copolymers
exhibited comparable Tg values to those of the statistical
copolymers at similar compositions (Figure 5C). Obtaining
rheometric data was limited to (PBA-b-PGCBA)5% and (PBA-
b-PGCBA)10%, as (PBA-b-PGCBA)15% was incompressible at
130 °C, even after 16 h. Frequency sweeps revealed a greater
increase in the magnitude for both G′ and G″ after processing
for (PBA-b-PGCBA)5% and (PBA-b-PGCBA)10% compared to
their statistical counterparts.44 Furthermore, the rubbery
plateau broadened upon changing the morphology from
statistical to block copolymer indicating the formation of a
more robust network (Figures S19−S20). Creep recovery
experiments revealed that degrees of both creep and
permanent deformation decreased in the block copolymer
materials relative to the statistical copolymers (Figures S21−
S24). DMA data also indicated both a greater cross-link
density for block copolymer networks and a more gradual
decline in the rubbery plateau at network disintegration
(Figure 5D). The DMA exhibited the widest rubbery plateau
for (PBA-b-PGCBA)10%, with network disintegration not being
observed over the entire operating temperature range (Figure

S25A) (up to 200 °C). However, the statistical counterpart
demonstrated network dissociation at the same incorporation
of GCBA at around 150 °C. Accordingly, we reasoned that the
GCBA local concentration is higher in the block copolymers,
resulting in superior network integrity through the cooperative
nature of higher order hydrogen bonding across multiple
GCBA units.44 The higher local concentration of cross-links in
the GCBA block preserves the network structure more
effectively, as evidenced by a more gradual network
disassociation transition in the DMA thermogram. This
assertion was corroborated by the negligible reduction of ηo
in the plot of ln(ηo) vs 1000/T at the lower temperature region
and a less dramatic decrease of ηo at elevated temperatures
(Figure 5E and Figure S25B).
To understand the versatility of this Janus cross-linker, we

incorporated GCBA in a poly(methyl acrylate) (PMA) matrix
where the degree of polymerization was kept constant at 50.
The resulting P(MA-stat-GCBAboc)5% polymer was charac-
terized by GPC and 1H NMR spectroscopy. After deprotection
and processing of the sample, we characterized the network by
DMA. The temperature ramp in DMA exhibited a rubbery
plateau modulus with excellent network integrity up to 135 °C
(Figure S26). The increased network degradation temperature
with the PMA matrix demonstrates the potential of this system
to be used with various monomers to obtain robust and
reprocessable networks.
Lastly, we studied the recyclability of the networks through

direct mechanical reprocessing. P(BA-stat-GCBA)5% was
broken into small fragments and compression molded for
thermomechanical characterization (Figures S27−28). Negli-
gible change of the storage modulus in the rubbery plateau
region of DMA thermograms over three destruction/
compression cycles suggests the absence of side reactions
during recycling. Furthermore, recycled P(BA-stat-GCBA)5%
completely dissolved in dichloromethane over 24 h, high-
lighting the reversibility of network formation during material
reprocessing conditions (Figures S29−30). With the retention
of network structure over large temperature ranges while
retaining solubility under mild conditions, these networks offer
a unique alternative to more complex CAN counterparts.

■ SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Novel Janus-faced self-complementary hydrogen bonding
motifs were explored in the synthesis of supramolecular
networks of P(BA) using a self-assembling guanine-cytosine
base-functionalized acrylate cross-linker. Rheological studies
and DMA showed that the cooperative nature of hydrogen
bonding in these networks yielded a spectrum of materials
from viscoelastic liquid to solid and a tunable elastic rubbery
plateau depending on the incorporation of GCBA cross-linkers.
The network with the highest incorporation of GCBA, though
only 15 mol %, displayed the widest rubbery plateau yet
reported, to our knowledge, for a supramolecular network. To
validate our claim that each Janus-faced moiety participates in
multiple cross-links, we investigated the effect of local
concentration of GCBA units on network integrity by
comparing statistical and block copolymer morphology. The
comparison study showed enhanced cross-linking of GCBA in
block morphology due to the greater extent of GCBA self-
assembly. This is the first report of the synthesis of extremely
robust and tunable supramolecular networks through the
synergistic effect of cross-linkers containing multiple binding
sites per unit and self-assembly beyond dimers. We contend
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that the cooperative nature of Janus-faced noncovalent
bonding can be a powerful technique for the development of
thermally robust supramolecular networks.
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